[Brain natriuretic peptide as marker and factor of prognosis in chronic heart failure].
The role of natriuretic peptides in pathogenesis of chronic heart failure (CHF) is reviewed. Main attention is given to significance of measurement of brain natriuretic peptide in the following clinical situations related to CHF: diagnosis of CHF, screening of patients with symptomless left ventricular dysfunction, differential diagnosis of edematous syndrome, indications to therapy and monitoring of its effectiveness, assessment of long term prognosis of patients with CHF. Possibilities of curative use of natriuretic peptides and inhibitors of vasopeptidases are also discussed.